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 SPECIAL LOCKED DOWN EDITION 
Lively is the courage of those who fear the Lord,  for they put their hope in their savior;  He who fears the Lord is 
never alarmed, never afraid; for the Lord is their hope.  Happy the soul that fears the Lord!  In whom does he 
trust, and who is his support?  The eyes of the Lord are upon those who love Him; he is their mighty shield and 
strong support.  A shelter from the heat, a shade from the noonday sun, a guard against stumbling, a help 
against falling.  He buoys up the spirits, brings a sparkle to the eyes, gives health and life and blessing.  (Sirach 
34:13-17)” 

The picture on this page is very special to Tammy and I.  It was taken at La Verna which lies above Assisi.  This 
was the quiet place where Francis and his brothers went to pray and find solitude with the Lord and one anoth-
er.  This picture was taken of Mike as he was walking alone on the path that Francis had walked himself almost 
800 years ago.  What does this have to do with what is going on to-
day?  Today we are locked out of our churches.  The level of fear from 
the media and government seems to be ratcheted up each day.  We 
are told that when church opens, we must wear a mask, we must sit 
far apart, we should stay home if we are over 65.  And we are told 
this is what Jesus wants us to do.  If you remember, Francis could not 
start his mission on earth until he kissed the leper.  He was afraid 
and disgusted.  But he had to do it or he would never have become 
what is arguably one of the greatest examples for us of Gospel living 
in our entire church history.  We now have conditions that we must 
follow or we are barred from church and fraternity.  That is obedience 
and I agree that under holy obedience we must do as directed.  But 
we walk towards the light and we are not afraid.   
This Sunday at 3pm we are asking you all to pray the Franciscan 
Crown Rosary with us as a fraternity starting at 3pm.  We offer these 
prayers first for our families, then our fraternity, then for our church.  
We pray for God to deliver us from fear.  The Crown we will follow is 
included in the newsletter here.  Please join us.  If the weather is 
nice, maybe call a fraternity member close by and have them come 
over and pray with you, if you feel safe enough to do so.  Only God can save us.  Our call to Him for help in times 
of need is prayer. 
      St. Francis- Pray for us 
      St. Anthony-Pray for us 
      St. Clare– Pray for us 
Holy Mother of God-watch over your church and protect us from anything that keeps us from receiving your Son 
through the Holy Eucharist. 
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Dates to Remember 
 
SUNDAY , MAY 17TH 3PM– OFS FRATERNITY 
MEETING IS CANCELLED—  FRATERNITY WILL 
PRAY THE FRANCISCAN CROWN ROSARY AT 3PM  
IN THEIR HOMES. 

JUNE 13, 2020-FEAST DAY OF ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA– 
MORE INFO TO FOLLOW AS MASSES/MEETINGS ARE 
ALLOWED 

 

JUNE 21, 2020-OFS MEETING DAY-TENTATIVELY SCHED-
ULED IF MEETINGS ARE ALLOWED– MORE INFO TO FOL-
LOW. 

 

NEWS FROM BROWNS VALLEY— 

             TREASURER’S REPORT 

No Collection was taken due to the virus,  We will publish 
up-to-date treasurer’s information when we next meet. 

Prayer for Friars God of all, You are the source of all 
hope to your children, and through the gift of your Son 
you have shown us how to call on You in our hour of 
need.  Hear our prayer this day.  Bring peace to your 
church and to Third Order Regular Franciscans.  Protect 
all our Franciscan communities and make whole any bro-
kenness that has been caused by sin and evil.  Keep the 
friars safe under your protection and grace, in their life of 
service with the Franciscan orders and your church 
throughout our communities of faith.   

We make this prayer in the name of your only Son Jesus, 
whom you gave to us as an example of victory over sin 
and death, now and forever, Amen. 

PRAYER REQUESTS               
· For our Blocks in North 

Minneapolis, who we offer 
our special prayers for, that 
God would hear us and 
provide every grace and 
blessing needed to all who 
live there and that His 
presence be known to  the 
St. Bridget’s neighborhood. 

· For the health and safety of 
our loved ones and all 
those around the world as 
we deal with the corona-
virus pandemic. 

· For the healing  and peace 
of Christ to the sick, suffer-
ing, and homebound or in 
Care Centers including  
LaRayne,  Rose, and Mary 
Ann Witzman  and for their 
caregivers.  

· For Kay Larson for peace, 
strength and full and com-
plete healing. 

· For Sharon Brisk & daugh-
ter Denise for full healing 
and God’s grace in their 
lives. 

· For a complete healing 
from throat cancer for 
Kathy Bartz. 

· For Kathy Kubow’s sisters, 
Rosie and Carol and Paul 
Daugherty for healing & full 
recovery. 

· For Dianne Redman for 
healing from pancreatic 
cancer. 

· Employment for Sue 
Wolney, Eric and other fam-
ily and friends of  OFS who 
desire to work and all 
those who jobs were lost 
and affected by the virus.  

· For Maria Lucia as she pre-
pares for profession soon. 

· For healing for Will’s neph-
ew and all others dealing 
with addiction for God’s 
loving touch. 

· For marriages, families and 
the life they bring to the 
church, and for return to 
full economic and spiritual 

life in the church and at 
home. 

· For Ben Wolney and those 
who serve and have served 
in our military; especially 
as we are to soon cele-
brate Memorial Day. 

· For those who are alone 
and lonely may they know 
God’s love especially in 
these trying times 

· For a return to the church 
for those who have left our 
flock, most especially our 
family members and youth. 

· For our church and our 
individual parishes and 
parish families that we may 
come soon to approach the 
altar of the Lord without 
fear. 

· For all unborn children, 
that they especially be  
protected from the legisla-
tion in states that allow for 
their killing up to the mo-
ment of birth, and for those 
preparing for/caring for our 
newborns. 

· For an increase in voca-
tions to the Secular Fran-
ciscan Order especially for 
the St. Anthony of Padua 
fraternity in Brown’s Valley. 

· For blessings on all who 
are in the Franciscan fami-
ly, and that God will 
strengthen their commit-
ment. 

· For David Liedl and all 
those who work in support 
of seniors in  nursing 
homes and centers during 
this time of the corona-
virus. For strength to con-
tinue their work. 

We have not had our regular SFO meetings 
because we could not meet at the Church 
because of lock down.  Not that we would 
have to worry about having more than 10 
members at any time since we do not have 
10 members.  We did get together at Pat Bennett's grave-
side service to pray the Crown Rosary when Father Gregg 
was done with his part.  The people attending were Kathy 
Bartz, Nancy Zach, Richard Johnson and Edith Foren.  It was 
so windy which made it hard for anyone to hear it but we 
got through it. 

Patricia M. Bennett, 85, Browns Valley, MN, passed away 
Thursday, April 23, 2020. 
Patricia’s faith was very important in her life.  She was a 
member of St. Anthony’s 
Catholic Church and served on the St. Anthony Guild, the 
Christian Mothers and with 
the St. Anthony of Padua Fraternity Franciscans. 
Edith Foren, Minister BV St. Anthony of Padua Fraternity 


